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SULLIVAN CO. FAIR DERBY 

LIMITED WELD CLASS 

 

Frame: 

No pinning, painting, stuffing, welding frame holes shut or altering of frame except what is mentioned 

below. 

No frame shaping except for 12 inches of the rear humps; 6 inches in front and 6 inches behind the 

center of the hump. No welding or adding material. No hump plates. 

Only method of pitching is COLD BENDING!! No exceptions! 

Pre-ran cars can have 6 plates. Plates can be contoured to the frame, but no 90-degree bends! No plates 

bigger than 4”x6”x1/4” or you will cut. 

No plating of engine crossmember except for 1 plate per side to weld motor mounts down. Keep it 

minimal. 6x6 should be enough and plate cannot touch side frame rails. Maximum thickness of material 

is 1/2 inch.  

No body or frame seam welding anywhere.  

You can #9 wire or chain rear frame rails together in 1 location behind rear hump. Chain can be no 

bigger than 3/8” and can only be bolted, not welded.  

Front frame rails can be shortened, but the hole in the factory core support mount must remain intact 

and uncut. The factory core support mount must be in the factory location. If your frame is found too 

short you will not run. 

Everyone gets 2 fresh plates anywhere of driver’s choice EXCEPT within 6 inches in front of the front A-

arm. No plate can be within 6 inches of the upper A-arm unless there is a visible bend and then you can 

weld a plate there. Plate no bigger than 4”x6”x1/4”. 

Plates and/or welds are not allowed to touch. Must have a gap! 

Plates must be welded to the frame only, not to the body or sheet metal. 

Frames can be re-clipped, re-horned with same make and model. Maximum overlap is 1 inch. No adding 

material. 

  

Bumper /Bumper Mounting: 

 

Homemade bumpers are allowed but both ends must be capped off or wrapped in a chrome skin, and 

no bigger than 8”x8” material can be used for homemade bumpers. Points on the front cannot be bigger 

than a factory Chrysler bumper. No points on rear bumpers!  
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Bumper shocks cannot extend more than 6 inches past the center of the hole on the core support 

mount, any front bumper shock/bracket may be used to mount bumper to the frame. No rear brackets 

can be used on the front or you may use 2x2 ¼ square tube. You may use 3’’x 1/4 straps no farther than 

6’’ behind the bumper. 

Cars without a core support mount (suicides) cannot extend the shock any further than 6 inches past the 

vertical part of the core support directly above the frame rail. Shock can be welded or bolted. 

Rear bumper shocks cannot extend onto or in rear frame no more than 6 inches. 

Hard nosing bumpers are allowed. 

Must be able to see where the bumper shock ends. We will scope and drill the frame if need be.  

Minimum rear bumper height is 14”.  

No other straps/plates can be welded or bolted to the frame and bumper other than specified above. 

 

 Suspension/Steering: 

 

All suspension components must be replacement with OEM parts only! 

Tie rods can have angle iron welded to the sleeves only. Ends must be factory OEM tie rod ends. 

Aftermarket steering shafts allowed. 

Steering gear boxes can be swapped but must mount in the factory location without any added material 

and no welding allowed.  

2003 and newer Fords can have a Ford gear box installed by drilling holes through both sides of the 

frame in the factory location of a 2002 and older Ford. You can install small diameter pipe (sleeve) inside 

the frame for the bolts to pass through. No welding of the bolts, gearbox or pipe (sleeve) or washers 

allowed at all on any car. The steering idler arm must be bolted through one side of the frame only. No 

welding.  

Sway bars can be bolted to lower control arms with 3/8” bolt. Sway bar must be mounted to frame in 

stock location with factory mounting hardware. Sway bar cannot be welded to the frame or A-arm.  

Watt’s conversion brackets can be used on 98 and newer Fords. MUST be bolted in the factory location. 

No welding of aftermarket/homemade brackets. You can use a factory bracket from 97 and older Ford, 

but must be welded in factory location without any added material. Material used for homemade 

brackets can be no bigger than 3”x3”x1/4” tube. Bolt cannot pass through both sides of the frame.  

Rear trailing arms can be shortened, overlapped and welded back together but no adding material. A 

single hardware washer can be welded to the upper rear trailing arm hole on each side.  

Front A-arms can be welded down with a single 2”x4”x1/4” plate from the A-arm to the spring pocket. 

The 4” side must be vertical!    
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Rear suspension must remain stock with OEM parts- no solid shocks or doubled springs. You can wrap 

#9 wire around coil springs and rear end.  No chaining in front of the rear humps. You can wrap 1 chain 

around the rear end and hump per side, bolted together, but not welded to the frame. Chain no bigger 

than 3/8”. 

Rear leaf springs and mounting must remain stock and in stock location. No adding leaf springs.  

No leaf spring conversions allowed in any class. 

 

Drivetrain: 

  

Engine cradles are allowed. Basic cradles are allowed, but no distributor protectors. Nothing on top of 

the engine can extend any further back than the backside of the vertical part of the headers. You can 

have header protectors but must remain simple.  Nothing can bolt on back of cylinder head or to 

transmission bellhousing. No spark plug or spark plug wire protectors allowed. No supports can extend 

from the cage to the engine/transmission or vice versa.  

Engine cradle cannot be welded or bolted to side frame rails except for rules mentioned for the 2003 

and newer Fords. No welding engine cradles to engine crossmember or frame rails. Only motor mounts 

can be welded.  

You can chain your engine down with a single chain per side. It can only be welded to the engine 

crossmember/k-member with 2 chain links welded down, and not the frame rail. Max chain size is 3/8”.  

No transmission protectors of any kind. 

No transmission case modifications allowed. 

Steel bells and Ultra bells allowed, but nothing can be added. 

If you run a steel bell, you are NOT allowed to form the sheet metal of the transmission tunnel around it. 

You are NOT allowed to cut and fold the tunnel down around the back of the steel bell. If you rip the 

sheet metal during install, no welding the sheet metal back together.  

Solid motor mounts allowed, keep them minimal.  

No contoured transmission cross members allowed. If you choose not to use the factory transmission 

cross member, you can use 2”x2”x1/4” square tube.  

One piece of 3”x3”x1/4” angle 6” long can be welded to the frame on each side to attach the cross 

member to the frame.  

Must use OEM style transmission mount, no solid transmission mounts allowed! 

Steel transmission tail shafts allowed. Cannot be welded to the transmission crossmember. You can 

wrap transmission tail shaft to cross member with #9 wire or a ratchet strap only. No chain.  

Slider shafts are allowed. 
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Any rear end allowed. 

Rear end braces are allowed but cannot contact frame or reinforce frame in any way! 

Pinion brakes allowed. 

Any rubber tire allowed.  

Any OEM rim allowed, wheel centers allowed, bead lip protectors allowed on bead lip only (keep it 

simple). Valve stem protector allowed. No homemade rims to look like tires allowed! 

No bead locks allowed on the outside! 

2003 and newer Fords must leave the factory aluminum engine crossmember/cradle in place. You can 

use an aftermarket crossmember/cradle designed for 2003 and newer to install your engine to the 

factory aluminum. It can only bolt to the aluminum cradle in the factory locations and on top of the 

factory bolts on the front frame rails. No other bolting allowed! Must leave factory bolts in the frame. 

Maximum thickness of either a purchased or homemade crossmember/cradle is 1/2" thick. Absolutely 

no welding to frame rails! If you have any questions or need to see pictures of the 2 acceptable 

crossmember/cradles allowed, feel free to text me and ask for pictures.  

No radiator protectors allowed except for a single 1/8” thick piece of expanded metal or a single a/c 

condenser in front of the radiator- not both! Can only be mounted with four 3/8” bolts and washer no 

bigger than 2-inch diameter. Radiator must mount in factory location. You can ratchet strap your 

radiator to core support or you can weld 2 pieces of 2” wide flat plate no thicker than 1/8” thick on top 

of core support and run 3/8” all thread down to the lower radiator support. No added plate on bottom 

of radiator support. 

 

Cage: 

 

You may have a door plate on the driver’s side ONLY- from the cage to the floor or door jam 

4-point cage required. Dash bar, 2 door bars and a back-seat bar. Door bars cannot be longer than 60 

inches and must be 6 inches above floor. Dash bar must be 6 inches away from firewall. At no time will a 

steel bell be allowed to touch the cage. Max cage material is either 3”x3” or 2”x6”. Cage must be inside 

of car and not through the doors.  

Roll over bar is HIGHLY recommended and must be vertical, no further back than 6 inches behind driver 

seat. It can be bolted to the roof in 2 locations with 1/2” bolts. Washers cannot exceed 4”x4”.  

4 down legs can be welded from the bottom of the door bar (not the back of the door bar) to the frame 

or sheet metal. Cannot be bolted to the frame. No part of the down leg can be in front of the front inner 

door seam. Down legs CANNOT exceed 3”x3” material. No exceptions! 

Door bars cannot extend past firewall in driver’s compartment.  
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Must have windshield bar or #9 wire. Windshield bars must be outside of valve covers and can only 

attach to the firewall and 2 inches onto the roof. Cannot attach to the cage or roll over bar. Material 

cannot be bigger than 2” wide and 1/4" thick. #9 wire can only attach to the roof and firewall. No back-

window bars allowed in any class.  

Gas tank protectors allowed. Cannot be any wider than 36 inches and must have a 4-inch gap between 

rear speaker deck/sheet metal. Halo type protector can be built, but must not extend any further than 4 

inches above the top of tank. TRUCKS and MINI TRUCKS must mount the fuel tank within 4 inches from 

the back of the cab, and tank protector cannot extend any more than 4 inches from rear of fuel tank.  

  

Body/Body Mounts: 

 

All body mount bolts can be replaced and go all the way through sheet metal if you want. Must have 

either factory rubber mount or you can use a hockey puck. No bolting the body solid to the frame. Must 

have a gap between body and frame all the way from front to back. Body bolts CANNOT exceed 1/2" in 

diameter. Washers inside of car cannot exceed 4”x4”x1/4” material. Bolts cannot pass through both 

sides of frame. Washer inside of frame CANNOT be homemade, must be a store-bought hardware 

washer. No welding washers to the frame! Body bolts cannot extend more than 3 inches above 

floorplan/trunk.  

You may add 2 body mounts anywhere of your choice inside the passenger compartment only. It cannot 

touch the crush box on any car, cannot exceed a 1/2" bolt or 1/2" all thread and must have a spacer. It 

must be welded to the side of the frame rail in a vertical position, single pass weld down both sides only. 

1” All thread allowed in core support mounts only. All other body bolts cannot be bigger than 1/2".  

Core support spacer 3x3 square or round max. Must stay on top of the frame and under the core 

support in factory position. May be welded. 

6”x4”x1/4” plate can be welded on top of core support for the all thread to pass through. Cannot be 

welded to the fenders, core support only.  

Doors can be welded solid if you desire with material no bigger than 3” wide x 1/8” thick. 

Hood can have a total of 6 hold downs. The all thread in core support counts as 2 of them. You can weld 

angle 2x2x ¼ to the fender and hood in 4 locations and bolt it together with bolts no bigger than 3/8” or 

to the fender under the hood 1’’ bolt max. Hood must be present and raised during inspection.  

Trunks, tailgates can be welded in 6 locations using 2”x4” material no thicker than 1/4". 

Trunk can be bent in half, cut in half, removed or left complete. It can be pushed down in the center but 

not all the way to the trunk floor. No wedging allowed. Trunk lid must remain on top of drip rail. Rear 

quarter panels must remain vertical and in factory location.  

Hood can have inner skin bolted in 10 spots with 3/8” bolts and 3/8” washers. No homemade washers.  

Firewall wall must remain in its factory location/position. Not pushed back or pushed down in any way.  
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Everyone must have a 10” hole in trunk and hood!!! No exceptions!  

Tops of doors can be bent down and welded but no adding material!! 

No door plates allowed on the outside.  

Each wheel well can be bolted with five 3/8” bolts and 3/8” washers per wheel opening.  

No skinning/sheeting of body panels. You can patch holes with sheet metal thick material only.  

Bolt in items such as pedals, gas tank, battery box, tranny cooler ect. cannot be attached to frame or 

transmission crossmembers. Rusty floor pans/trunk pans can only be repaired with sheet metal thick 

material only.  


